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Pearson English Readers are simplif ied texts which provide 
a step-by-step approach to the joys of reading for pleasure. 

For teacher’s support material visit pearsonenglishreaders.com

Pearson English Readers

EASYSTARTS

Pearson English Readers

Marcel and the Mona Lisa
Stephen Rabley

Marcel and the Mona Lisa

Marcel is a French mouse, and a detective. One evening, at the 
Louvre museum, he sees a man steal a famous painting – the Mona 
Lisa. Marcel follows the thief to Venice and risks his life to get the 
painting back again.

Original British English

Number of words (excluding activities): 999

Cover illustration by Inga Moore

Series Editors:  Andy Hopkins and Jocelyn Potter
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Pearson English Active Readers provide reading and language 
learning at five levels, through full-colour, beautifully illustrated 
Readers. As well as enjoyable stories and texts, each book provides 
a range of integrated activities designed to develop reading skills 
and consolidate vocabulary, and o�ers personalised project work. 
Each book is supported by an interactive CD-ROM which contains 
additional activities and the complete audio recording.
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For teacher’s support material visit pearsonenglishactivereaders.com
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‘You aren’t from Seaburgh’, the old man said. ‘Go back 
to your hotel. Don’t think about the crown again.’

Paxton is on holiday in Seaburgh, a small English town 
near the sea. He likes old things and old stories … but he 
doesn’t always listen. He takes a famous old crown from 
the ground. Suddenly, there is a shadow behind him, and 
Paxton is very afraid.

The Crown
M R James

Cover illustration by Ignacio Noé
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Three Short Stories of Sherlock Holmes

Sherlock Holmes is a very clever man. When people have strange, 
difficult problems, they come to him. Where is Mr Hosmer Angel? 
Which student saw the exam paper before the exam? Why is 
someone following Miss Smith? Can you find the answers before 
Sherlock Holmes does?

Classic British English

Number of words (excluding activities): 9,179

Cover illustration by Nick Hardcastle / www.nickhardcastle.co.uk
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Audio CD pack also available
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Can Phileas Fogg go round the world in eighty days? 
He doesn’t know that somebody wants to stop him. 
Then Fogg will lose his bet – twenty thousand pounds!

Cover illustration by Fabián Mezquita

Number of words (excluding activities): 8,579

Series Editors: Jocelyn Potter and Andy Hopkins

For correlations to English Language Teaching exams,
please visit www.penguinreaders.com
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Round the World in Eighty Days
Jules Verne

Pearson English Active Readers

Pearson English Active Readers provide reading and language 
learning at five levels, through full-colour, beautifully illustrated 
Readers. As well as enjoyable stories and texts, each book provides 
a range of integrated activities designed to develop reading skills 
and consolidate vocabulary, and o�ers personalised project work. 
Each book is supported by an interactive CD-ROM which contains 
additional activities and the complete audio recording.

LEVEL 2
600 headwords

CEFR <A1 A1 A2 B1 B2 C1 C2B1+ B2+A2+

Learn about the Global Scale of English at www.english.com/gse

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90GSE 

Level 4

Level 3

Level 2

Level 1

Easystarts

1700 headwords

1200 headwords

600 headwords

300 headwords

200 headwords

Active Readers
Pearson English

For teacher’s support material visit pearsonenglishactivereaders.com

with
CD-ROM

and
MP3 Audio

Number of words (excluding activities): 8,579

Series Editors: Jocelyn Potter and Andy Hopkins

For correlations to English Language Teaching exams,
please visit pearsonenglishactivereaders.com

Round the World in Eighty Days

Jules Verne
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London
Vicky Shipton

London

London is one of the great cities of the world. It is the biggest 
city in Britain and in Europe. In 1900, it was the biggest city in the 
world. In this book you will find a lot of interesting information 
about London. You will read about its history from Roman times. 
You will learn about its famous people – and the shops, museums 
and palaces of this exciting city.

Original British English

Number of words (excluding activities): 4,876

Cover photograph © Alamy Images: Tracey Whitefoot
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Series Editors:  Andy Hopkins and Jocelyn Potter

Learn about the Global Scale of English at www.englishscale.com

   <A1  A1 A2 + B1  + B2  + C1    C2

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90GSE 

CEFR 

Level 6 3000 headwords

Level 5 2300 headwords

Level 4 1700 headwords

Level 3 1200 headwords

Level 2 600 headwords

Level 1 300 headwords

Easystarts 200 headwords

Pearson English Readers are simplif ied texts which provide 
a step-by-step approach to the joys of reading for pleasure. 

For teacher’s support material visit pearsonenglishreaders.com

Pearson English Readers

Audio CD pack also available
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Reading can take you places  
you have never been before.  
[Dr Seuss] “ ”Enjoy reading more about London 

with Pearson’s Readers!
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Soluzioni degli esercizi 
1. The Crown – 2. 1. They protected the country; 2. In the sea 3. He doesn’t know; 4. Only the Agers family; 5.

They protected the crown. – 3. Sample answer: It could be in the Tower of London...

2. Marcel and the Mona Lisa – 2. 2. 1.c; 2. b; 3.b; 4. a; 5.d – 3. Sample answer:  – 4. Leonardo da Vinci – 5 – b; 

Vincent Van Gogh – 1 – d; Botticelli – 6 – a; Rembrandt - 2 – f; Monet - 4 – c; Picasso – 3 - e

3. London – 2. 1. f; 2. d ; 3. b; 4. g; 5. c; 6. e. Extra letters: a; h – 3. Sample answer: They went to use the Reading 

Room as a place to think and work. – 4. a.3; b.6; c.1; d.2; e.4; f.5

4. Three Short Stories of Sherlock Holmes – 2. 1. T; 2. T; 3. F; 4. NG; 5. F; 6. F – 3. Sample answer: Because 

Violet’s father had died and in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century men were the main earners. – 

4. Sample answer: 1. Ask the government for help; 2. Get a job; 3. Start a business; 4. Get a bank loan

5. Round the World in Eighty Days – 2. 1. Fileas Fogg’s servant; 2. (He goes) out;  3. He’s French;  4. A 

timetable; 5. Take (him) his tea; 6. Yes, he is. – 3. Sample answer: Because he wants a quiet life and he thinks 

that Mr Fogg’s strict daily routine will give him the routine and tranquillity he is looking for. – 4. Answers will vary.
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‘The three crowns were magic,’ the old man said. ‘Their magic 
protected the country.’

‘Do people believe that?’ Paxton asked with a smile.
‘Many people here in Seaburgh believe it,’ the old man 

answered.
‘But do you believe it?’ Paxton said.
The old man looked at the dark sea. His eyes were dark, too. 

He didn’t answer Paxton’s question.
‘And where are these crowns now?’ Paxton asked.
He looked at the water, too. There was a boat on the sea. It was small on the dark water.
‘That’s a difficult question,’ the old man said. ‘One of them is in London now. Every day people 

on holiday can go and look at it. One of the crowns is in the sea. Now only one crown is in the gr 
ound. But its magic is working today.’

‘Do you know about the last crown?’ Paxton asked. ‘Where is it?’
‘I don’t know that,’ the old man said.
‘Who knows?’ Paxton said.
‘Only the Agers family.’
‘Who are they?’
The old man looked into Paxton’s eyes. ‘Agers is a very old name in Seaburgh. The Agers were a 

family here for many years. Families come and go. But the Agers always stayed. They never moved away.’
‘Why not?’
‘The men of the family had a very important job.’ The old man was quiet now. ‘The crown 

protected the country, and the Agers protected the crown.’

 This original tiltle of this story was ‘A Warning to the Curious’. It was publihed in a collection of  ghost stories 
by M.R. James in 1925.

2. Read. Answer the questions. Use maximum four words.

1. What did the three magic crowns do?
2. One crown is in London but where is the second crown?
3. Where does the old man say the last crown is? 
4. Who knows where the last crown is?
5. What did the Agers do?

3. Think. Discuss.  
Where in London do you think the crown is?

4. Compare. There is another legend in England about protecting the country. It says that 
there must always be 6 ravens at the Tower of London otherwise the ‘kingdom will fall’. 
Are there any similar legends in your country? Max. 50 words.

The Crown 
M. R. James

1. Read. Read this extract.
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Pearson English Active Readers provide reading and language 
learning at five levels, through full-colour, beautifully illustrated 
Readers. As well as enjoyable stories and texts, each book provides 
a range of integrated activities designed to develop reading skills 
and consolidate vocabulary, and o�ers personalised project work. 
Each book is supported by an interactive CD-ROM which contains 
additional activities and the complete audio recording.

LEVEL 1
300 headwords

For teacher’s support material visit pearsonenglishactivereaders.com
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‘You aren’t from Seaburgh’, the old man said. ‘Go back 
to your hotel. Don’t think about the crown again.’

Paxton is on holiday in Seaburgh, a small English town 
near the sea. He likes old things and old stories … but he 
doesn’t always listen. He takes a famous old crown from 
the ground. Suddenly, there is a shadow behind him, and 
Paxton is very afraid.

The Crown
M R James

Cover illustration by Ignacio Noé
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LONDON MUSEUMS
LONDON MUSEUMS

LONDON PARKSLONDON PARKS

Let’s go on an interactive 
journey around London
Take your students on 
an interactive journey 
to London and get a feel 
for the most iconic sites 
of the British capital.  
Click on one of the blue 
and yellow dots and get 
new and informative 
resources to use with 
your students!

Soluzioni degli esercizi 
1. London Parks – 2.  1. F; 2.T; 3. NG; 4. T; 5. F; 6. T – 3. Sample answer: They provide places for people to go 

when they want to take a break from city life. They’re also a haven for wildlife (birds etc).2. The London Underground – 2. 1 F; 2 T; 3 NG; 4 T; 5 F; 6 T – 3. Sample answer: You can visit Maida Vale, 

Piccadilly Circus, Regent’s Park and the Sherlock Holmes Museum.3. The Palace of Westminster and Big Ben – 2. 1. a; 2. c; 3. b; 4.c; 5. a – 3. Sample answer: Because apart from 

the stunning 19th century Gothic-Revival style architecture the palace is also home to many statues, frescoes, 

murals and paintings all of which depict British history.4. London Museums – 2. 1. 14; 2. Human history and culture; 3. The Natural History Museum; 4.700 years; 

5. Nothing/ It’s free; 6. A souvenir – 3. Sample answer: Because with 14 national museums there is something 

for everyone plus they are totally cool and totally free. – 4. Sample answer: Yes. I agree with this policy. Everyone 

should have the possibility to visit museums.5. The Thames, London Bridge – 2. 1.g; 2.e; 3.a; 4.c; 5.b; 6. d. Extra letters: f; h – 3. Sample answer: To get 

from one side of the river to the other, to reach the city by public transport or on foot; to admire this historical 

bridge; to enjoy views of the capital
6. Tower of London – 2.1.b; 2.d; 3.d; 4. a; 5. b; 6.c – 3. Sample answer: It means that ravens must always live at 

the tower because with no ravens, England is at risk.7. The Shard – 2. 1. h; 2. f; 3. d; 4.e; 5.a; 6.b Extra letters: c; g – 3. Sample answer: The advantages are that they 

help solve the problem of space shortgae and save our planet’s green space. The disadvantage is that the 
appartments are expensive and the price excludes ordinary people.8. London Eye – 2.1. The Millennium Wheel; 2. 135 metres; 3. 30 minutes; 4. Online; 5. Waterloo; 6. On the 

South Bank – 3. Sample answer: Because then they can get better views of all the landmarks around the city.
9. Trafalgar Square – 2. 1. In Trafalgar Square; 2. The Battle of Trafalgar; 3.Bronze; 4. Contemporary art 

displays; 5. The National Gallery; 6. In Trafalgar Square. – 3. Sample answer: Because he won the Battle of 

Trafalgar for Britain in 1805. He fought bravely but he was killed by the enemy (French and Spanish naval fleets) 

on board his ship, HMS Victory
10. Buckingham Palace – 2. 1 F; 2 F; 3 T; 4 NG; 5 T; 6 T – 3. Sample answer: It is more like a small village because 

it has got its own cinema, swimming pool, post office, police station, clinic and cash machine.
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2. Read. Read the text. Are the sentences true, false or not given? 
Put a cross (X) in the correct box.

1. London has got 5000 Royal Parks.
2. Hyde Park is the best park for swimmers.
3. You can buy ice-cream at Hyde Park.
4. Birds also go in the Serpentine.
5. There aren’t a lot of roses at The Regent’s Park.
6. You can learn more about astronomy at The Greenwich Park.

3. Think. Discuss.

Why is it important for cities to have green spaces?

4. Compare. Do you think there are enough green spaces in your capital city? Tick:

 Yes  
 No  

Name the top 3 public green spaces in your capital city:
1. ________________________________________
2. ________________________________________
3. ________________________________________

 T F NG

London has got eight Royal Parks that provide 
5000 acres of green spaces to residents and 
visitors across the capital. Each park ( Hyde Park, 
Kensington Gardens, Richmond Park, Bushy Park, 
St James Park, The Green Park, The Regents Park, 
Greenwich Park, Brompton Cemetery and Victoria 
Tower Gardens) has  got something unique to 
offer people who want to take a break from busy 
city life. Fancy an outdoor swim? Then go to Hyde 
park for a dip in the Serpentine. This man-made 
lake contains no chlorine and it is not heated so 
as well as people you might have to share the 
water with a few birds! Do you like flowers? Then 
you should go to The Regent’s Park and visit 
Queen Mary’s Gardens where you can see more than 12,000 roses. You can 
also walk up Primrose Hill for wonderful views of the city. Interested in astronomy? Then you 
won’t be disappointed at The Greenwich Park. This park has got a Royal Observatory, which is 
home to the UK’s biggest telescope. Don’t forget to go and stand on the Meridian line, the 
reference point for Greenwich Mean Time (GMT), as well. What an experience!

London Parks
1. Read.

LONDON PARKSLONDON PARKS
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