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ChatGPT 
Lesson Plan: The English Romantic Poets 

Grade Level: 16-17 years old   

Duration: 45 minutes   

 Lesson Objectives: 
1. Understand the division between the First and Second Generations of Romantic 

Poets. 

2. Identify and describe the characteristics and key works of Wordsworth, Coleridge, 

Byron, Shelley, and Keats. 

3. Explore their ideas about nature, love, beauty, and the role of poets. 

4. Analyze the impact of the Preface of the Lyrical Ballads on Romantic poetry. 

5. Gain insight into the concept of the Byronic Hero through multimedia. 

Materials Needed: 

• Handout: Summary of the Preface of the Lyrical Ballads (provided below) 

• Video: Explanation of the Byronic Hero (provided below) 

• PowerPoint Presentation or Whiteboard: For visual aid 

• Evaluation Test: 10 questions (provided below) 

Hello chatgpt. can you create a 45 minutes lesson plan about The English 
Romantic Poets for students aged 16-17, please? The plan should include: 
the division between First and Second Generation of Romantic Poets; the 
characteristics of Wordsworth, Coleridge, Byron, Shelley, Keats; their ideas 
about nature, love, beauty; the role of the poet; their most important works. 
Include also a 10 questions evaluation test, please. Add also a document 
about The Preface of the Lyrical Ballads and a video about the Byronic Hero. 
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Lesson Breakdown: 
 

1. Introduction (5 minutes) 

- Briefly introduce the Romantic Period in English literature (late 18th to early 19th 

century). 

- Explain the core concepts: emphasis on emotion, nature, individualism, and the 

sublime. 

2. Division of Romantic Poets (5 minutes) 

- First Generation: William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

- Second Generation: Lord Byron, Percy Bysshe Shelley, John Keats 

3. Characteristics and Key Works (15 minutes) 

- William Wordsworth: 

o Characteristics: Emphasis on nature, simplicity, and the use of common language. 

o Key Works: Lyrical Ballads (with Coleridge), Lines Composed a Few Miles Above 

Tintern Abbey. 

- Samuel Taylor Coleridge: 

o Characteristics: Imaginative and supernatural themes, use of exotic settings. 

o Key Works: The Rime of the Ancient Mariner, Kubla Khan. 

- Lord Byron: 

o Characteristics: Romantic hero, rebellion, and exoticism. 

o Key Works: Childe Harold's Pilgrimage, Don Juan. 

- Percy Bysshe Shelley: 

o Characteristics: Idealism, radical politics, and lyrical beauty. 

o Key Works: Ozymandias, To a Skylark, Prometheus Unbound. 

- John Keats: 

o Characteristics: Focus on beauty, transience, and the power of the imagination. 

o Key Works: Ode to a Nightingale, Ode on a Grecian Urn, To Autumn. 

4. Ideas about Nature, Love, and Beauty (5 minutes) 

- Nature: Seen as a source of inspiration and a reflection of the poet’s emotions. 

- Love: Explored in terms of both idealism and personal experience. 

- Beauty: Often tied to the concept of the sublime and the fleeting nature of life. 

5. The Role of the Poets (5 minutes) 

- Poets as visionaries and reformers who seek to inspire change and reflect on the 

human condition. 
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6. Analysis of The Preface to the Lyrical Ballads (5 minutes) 

- Discuss how Wordsworth’s Preface outlines the new poetic ideals of the Romantic 

era. 

- Key Points: Importance of emotion over reason, the use of everyday language, and 

the focus on nature. 

7. The Byronic Hero (5 minutes) 

- Video: Overview of the Byronic Hero (e.g., Lord Byron’s Childe Harold or an online 

resource about the Byronic Hero). 

- Discuss the traits of the Byronic Hero: brooding, rebellious, and complex. 

8. Wrap-Up and Questions (5 minutes) 

- Summarize the key points covered. 

- Open the floor for any final questions. 

Evaluation Test (10 Questions) 
1. Who are considered the First Generation Romantic Poets? 

     A) Wordsworth and Byron 

     B) Coleridge and Shelley 

     C) Wordsworth and Coleridge 

     D) Byron and Keats 

2. Which poem is a key work of Samuel Taylor Coleridge? 

     A) Ode on a Grecian Urn 

     B) The Rime of the Ancient Mariner 

     C) Don Juan 

     D) Ozymandias 

3. What is a primary theme in Byron’s poetry? 

     A) Radical politics 

     B) Nature’s tranquility 

     C) The sublime 

     D) The fleeting nature of beauty 

4. Which poet is known for the concept of the Byronic Hero? 

     A) John Keats 

     B) William Wordsworth 

     C) Percy Bysshe Shelley 

     D) Lord Byron 

5. What is the significance of the Preface to the Lyrical Ballads? 
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     A) It criticizes the use of common language. 

     B) It outlines the Romantic ideals of poetry. 

     C) It focuses on political themes. 

     D) It is a collection of supernatural tales. 

6. Which of the following works is written by Percy Bysshe Shelley? 

     A) Kubla Khan 

     B) To a Skylark 

     C) Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage 

     D) Lines Composed a Few Miles Above Tintern Abbey 

7. What characterizes John Keats’s poetry? 

     A) Use of supernatural elements 

     B) Focus on beauty and the imagination 

     C) Political radicalism 

     D) Brooding and rebellion 

8. How do Romantic poets generally view nature? 

     A) As a backdrop for human activities 

     B) As a reflection of human emotions and a source of inspiration 

     C) As a symbol of industrial progress 

     D) As irrelevant to personal experience 

9. What is the theme of the poem Ozymandias? 

     A) The power of nature 

     B) The impermanence of human achievements 

     C) The beauty of a skylark 

     D) The quest for immortality 

10. What role did the Romantic poets see for themselves? 

      A) As chroniclers of political events 

      B) As mere entertainers 

      C) As visionaries and reformers reflecting on the human condition 

      D) As historians of ancient civilizations 

 Additional Resources: 
1. Document: The Preface to the Lyrical Ballads (Summary and Analysis) 

   - [Summary of the Preface to the Lyrical Ballads] 

 (https://www.poetryfoundation.org/articles/69388/preface-to-lyrical-ballads) 

2. Video: The Byronic Hero Explained 



EduIA Modulo 1. Progettare esperienze didattiche. Attività                  

 

   - [Introduction to the Byronic Hero] (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g5FH4XtG1PY) 

 

 

 

  Riflessione sull’esperienza d’uso 
Per creare questo piano di lezione ho seguito le indicazioni fornite dal primo modulo del 

corso, in particolare i suggerimenti relativi alla formulazione del prompt. Ho scelto la lingua 

inglese perché sono un’insegnante di Lingua Inglese in un Liceo delle Scienze Umane 

(tradizionale e opzione Economico Sociale). 

Una volta stabilito cosa chiedere nel prompt, la realizzazione dello stesso è stata piuttosto 

semplice.  

La prossima volta proverò ad usare Claude. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Nota dell’editore 
 
Il testo riporta fedelmente l’interazione avvenuta con il chatbot e include link a video e pagine web segnalati dall’IA a 
supporto della progettazione didattica. Si consiglia di valutare sempre con attenzione il contenuto di tali pagine data la non 
trasparenza dell’algoritmo che gestisce i sistemi di Intelligenza Artificiale generativa. 
Si segnala che il link all’articolo Summary of the Preface to the Lyrical Ballads non è collegato a quanto indicato, e il link 
al video Introduction to the Byronic Hero non è in realtà funzionante. 


