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Reading

Career-life balance – the top countries in Europe.
A Luxembourg is one of the smallest countries in Europe. The four languages most commonly

spoken are Luxembourgish, German, French and English. The country is divided between the higher mountains in the north with few inhabitants and southern lowlands with major cities and extensive farmlands. Residents enjoy low unemployment and high salaries – amongst the highest in Europe. There’s also good healthcare, mainly covered by the state, and excellent employment laws – including one of the highest minimum wages and six months paid

parental leave, extendable up to a year on half-pay. On the downside, the cost of living is much higher than elsewhere in Europe.

B Switzerland is well known for its breathtaking mountain scenery. The Alps form a barrier that limits colder weather systems from affecting the southern part of the country. There are four official languages: Romanche, German, Italian and French. English is also widely spoken in the commercial sector. The average salary almost matches Luxembourg’s, but other conditions aren’t so good. For instance, there’s no public health system or minimum wage. That said, if

you’re into skiing or trekking, it’s the perfect place to live.

C The Netherlands is the most densely populated country in Europe, with much of it lying below

sea level. Say ‘The Netherlands’ and many people think ‘tulips’, which is a little unfair considering its artistic and cultural contributions, but it is the world’s leading exporter of flowers. The country’s employment laws are like Luxembourg’s (though less generous), but it’s healthcare system – which workers and employers pay towards – is one of the best in Europe. The official language is Dutch, but around 90% of the population claim to be proficient in English.

D If you value your own space, why not try Iceland? It’s one of the most sparsely populated countries in Europe. Although there’s no minimum wage, healthcare is provided by the state. Plus, geothermal sources of energy provide about 90% of household heat. Best of all, for some reason there are no mosquitos, even though neighbouring countries have swarms of them. All you’ve got to worry about are the volcanoes…

 1 
Read the text and say which paragraph:

1 ( states that English is often used in a business context.

2 ( mentions that the country provides free healthcare for residents.

3 ( describes how the geography of the country affects the climate.

4 ( mentions that most of the population live in one part of the country.

5 ( suggests that the country’s approach to healthcare is one of the best in Europe.
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Grammar and vocabulary

 2 
Complete the sentences with the correct form of the words in brackets.

1
What ability __________________ (you / choose) if you __________________ (can / 
have) any super power?

2
‘I hate my nose. If only it __________________ (be) smaller’.


‘Your nose is perfect! I really wish you __________________ (not keep) complaining


about it!’

3
She __________________ (not used to / be) confident, but ever since she 
__________________ (go) to the school drama club she really seems to have changed.

4
I __________________ (certainly / like) to help you, Miss, but I’m afraid we 
__________________ (can / not do) anything if you __________________ (not bring) 
the receipt.

5
Just think, if I __________________ (not miss) my bus 20 years ago, I 
__________________ (not be) with your mum now!

6
We’re very late! We __________________ (should / arrive) half an hour ago. Do you 
think we __________________ (ought / phone) them in case they __________________ 
(start) to get worried?

7
I __________________ (lived) here for six months now but I __________________ (yet / 
not be / the theatre).

8
Sarah is really upset, she __________________ (cry) all morning. Something 
__________________ (must / happen) with her and Kyle.

9
__________________ (you / need) help any carrying your luggage, Sir, please 
__________________ (not hesitate) to call the reception.

........... /20

 3 
Complete the sentences with only one word in each gap.

1
The children can have some ice cream ____________ that they eat all their dinner.

2
____________ you start listening to ____________ other, you and your sister will never 
get on.

3
My parents have ____________ simple rule: I’m ____________ to go out with my friends 
on Saturday night, as ____________ as I’m home by midnight.

4
Aerobics ____________ great fun and I try to go to classes three or four ____________ 
a week.

5
Martins loves football, just ____________ his father.

6
I think Sarah is ____________ honest person.

........... /10

 4 
Complete the sentences using the words below.

waste paperwork households

season foreign strange attractions

historical field attentive

1
Have you heard that Nadia quit her job in the hospital? She said there was just too much


__________________ and not enough caring. That’s why she entered the 
__________________ in the first place.

2
The local council has decided to monitor the amount of __________________ generated 
by __________________ in the area.

3
More __________________ viewers might have noticed a few __________________ 
mistakes with the costumes, but they were hard to see and in general the 
__________________ drama was very well researched.

4
There are several world-famous __________________ in the area so we get a


lot of __________________ visitors during peak __________________ . Some come 
from as far away as Japan.

........... /10
 5 
Use the word given in capitals to form a word that fits in the gap.

1
I was too __________________ (TRUST) when I started high school and some of my new __________________ (CLASS) took advantage of that by playing __________________ (CHILD) tricks on me. They were so immature!

2
If you want to increase the chances of your application being __________________


(SUCCESS), you’ll need a good professional __________________ (QUALIFY) in your chosen field.

3
People are living longer in this country because they have adopted __________________ (HEALTHY) __________________ (LIFE).

4
The advertising agency were __________________ (RELIEF) when their campaign was so effective, because they had been worried that some of their __________________ (COMMERCE) featured very __________________ (CONTROVERSY) themes.

........... /10
Language in use
 6 
Read the text below and think of the word which best fits each gap. Use only one 
word in each gap.

Some people’s lives are so busy that they don’t leave 1____________time to relax. Worse still, they insist on doing everything by 2____________ and refuse all offers of help – as 3____________ accepting assistance might be seen 4____________ a sign of weakness. Unfortunately, this approach to life is unhealthy and those 5_____________adopt it generally suffer as a result. Even for the 6____________ self-sufficient and resilient people, there comes a time 7____________ the stress of trying to deal 8____________ everything alone becomes too much. But it doesn’t 9____________ to be this way, whenever you feel 10____________ you have to show the strength of a superhero, remember

those famous Beatles lyrics – ‘I’ll get by with a little help from my friends.’

........... /10

Functions

 7 
Complete the sentences with only one word in each gap.
1
Before you go ____________ , could I just say something here?

2
The ____________ with your idea is that it fails to take account of the contributions of 
others within the company.

3
If I ____________ , I’d like to add that some colleagues might even take offence to your


remarks.

4
Maybe, but what ____________ my right to express my opinions?

5
Well, hotels are definitely more comfortable than camping – I can’t ____________ with 
that.

........... /5

Writing

 8 
Choose the correct alternative.
It is 1 wide / widely believed that technology has improved our education system, but is that really the case? 2 Firstly / Secondly, technology is expensive and not everyone can afford it. 3 However / Therefore , unless there is some financial assistance, it increases

inequality in schools. 4 On / In the other hand, there is no doubt that it gives students access to information that previous generations could only dream about.

To 5 review / sum up, as with everything, there are pros and cons to the use of technology in schools. However, with enough support from government, I believe the advantages outweigh the drawbacks.

........... /5

 9 
In your English class you have been talking about youth employment opportunities. Now, your English teacher has asked you to write an essay.

Write your essay (140-190 words) in an appropriate way. Use all the notes and give

reasons for your point of view.

In many western countries, unemployment amongst

young people aged 18-25 has never been higher.

Why do you think this is and do you think this

problem can be solved?

Notes

Write about:

• the effects of new technology on jobs;

• the changing nature of work (for example, parttime, variable hours, zero-hour contracts);

• your own ideas.
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