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Alice in Wonderland 
Lewis Carroll

Alice in Wonderland 

One hot summer day, Alice sees a white rabbit and runs after it. 
She follows it down a rabbit-hole – and arrives in ‘Wonderland’. 
Here, caterpillars can talk and rabbits have watches. And the 
Queen wants to cut off everybody’s head!
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Cover illustration by Sir John Tenniel and coloured version © Pearson
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Three Short Stories of Sherlock Holmes

Sherlock Holmes is a very clever man. When people have strange, 
difficult problems, they come to him. Where is Mr Hosmer Angel? 
Which student saw the exam paper before the exam? Why is 
someone following Miss Smith? Can you find the answers before 
Sherlock Holmes does?

Classic British English

Number of words (excluding activities): 9,179

Cover illustration by Nick Hardcastle / www.nickhardcastle.co.uk
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of Sherlock Holmes
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Audio CD pack also available

Macbeth 

Macbeth, a brave soldier, is trusted by the Scottish king. Then 
a strange meeting with three witches makes him greedy for 
power. Macbeth wants to be king. He and his evil wife make 
murderous plans. But how many people will have to die before 
their dreams come true?

This Pearson English Reader play is written for acting – making 
English come alive.

Classic British English

Number of words (excluding activities): 11,379

Cover © Pearson Education Limited 2016
Cover images: Shutterstock.com: Pan_Da, Sibrikov Valery, WM_idea
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Pride and Prejudice 
Jane Austen 

Pride and Prejudice 

Jane and Elizabeth Bennet are the oldest of five sisters in need of 
husbands, but it isn’t easy to find the right man. Are Mr Bingley, 
Mr Darcy and Mr Wickham all that they seem? Will pride and 
prejudice ever be defeated in the search for true love?

Classic British English

Number of words (excluding activities): 42,445

Cover photograph © Mary Evans Picture Library
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Wuthering Heights 

On the wild and lonely Yorkshire moors, a tragic story unfolds as 
Catherine Earnshaw and Heathcliff fall in love. But it is a dangerous 
love, filled with unhappiness and suffering. When Catherine finally 
breaks Heathcliff’s heart, Heathcliff decides to break everyone 
else’s and plans a terrible revenge. 

Classic British English

Number of words (excluding activities): 46,304

Cover illustration by Sirida Pensri / Cover images: Main: Trevillion Images: Michael 
Trevillion; Surrounding pattern: Getty Images: Bridgeman Art Libray / William 
Morris
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A Christmas Carol
Charles Dickens

A Christmas Carol

Scrooge is a cold, hard man. He loves money, and he doesn’t like 
people. He really doesn’t like Christmas. But then some ghosts visit 
him. They show him his past life, his life now, and a possible future. 
Will Scrooge learn from the ghosts? Can he change?

Classic British English

Number of words (excluding activities): 8,882

Cover illustration by Giles Waring
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Robin Hood
Liz Austin

Robin Hood

The story of Robin Hood is very famous. Robin Hood robbed 
rich people and gave the money to the poor people. He loved 
adventure, and he was the best bowman in England. The greedy 
Sheriff of Nottingham hated Robin, and the beautiful Lady Marian 
loved him. His most famous adventures are in this book.

Classic British English

Number of words (excluding activities): 8,760      

Cover photograph © HTV (courtesy of the Ronald Grant Archive)
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King Arthur and the Knights 
of the Round Table

King Arthur and the Knights 
of the Round Table

Only the next king can pull the sword out of the stone. Many 
people try, but they cannot move the sword. Then young Arthur 
tries, but it comes out easily. Now he will be king. But will he be a 
good king? And will his life be happy?

Classic British English

Number of words (excluding activities): 10,369

Cover images: Front: Getty Images: Diana Hirsch

K
ing A

rthur and the K
nights of the R

ound Table    

Audio CD pack also available

LEVEL 2

Learn about the Global Scale of English at www.english.com/gse

 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90GSE 

Level 6

Level 5

Level 4

Level 3

Level 2

Level 1

Easystarts

3000 headwords

2300 headwords

1700 headwords

1200 headwords

600 headwords

300 headwords

200 headwords

CEFR <A1 A1 A2 B1 B2 C1 C2B1+ B2+A2+

Pearson English Readers are simplif ied texts which provide 
a step-by-step approach to the joys of reading for pleasure. 

For teacher’s support material visit pearsonenglishreaders.com

Pearson English Readers

2

Pearson English R
eaders

Series Editors:  Andy Hopkins and Jocelyn Potter

9781405855327_CVR.indd   1 04/04/19   8:02 PMH

3

Pearson English R
eaders

LEVEL 3

Billy Elliot
By Melvin Burgess 
based on a motion picture screenplay written by Lee Hall

LEVEL 3

Series Editors:  Andy Hopkins and Jocelyn Potter

Learn about the Global Scale of English at www.english.com/gse

 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90GSE 

Level 6

Level 5

Level 4

Level 3

Level 2

Level 1

Easystarts

3000 headwords

2300 headwords

1700 headwords

1200 headwords

600 headwords

300 headwords

200 headwords

CEFR <A1 A1 A2 B1 B2 C1 C2B1+ B2+B2+B2A2+A2+A2

Pearson English Readers are simplif ied texts which provide  
a step-by-step approach to the joys of reading for pleasure. 

For teacher’s support material visit pearsonenglishreaders.com

Pearson English Readers

Audio CD pack also available

B
illy Elliot      By M

elvin Burgess based on a m
otion picture screenplay w

ritten by Lee H
all

Billy Elliot

Eleven-year-old Billy Elliot is different from other boys. He is not 
very clever or good at sport. Then, one day, he discovers ballet 
dancing. Finally he has found something that he can do well. But 
everybody knows that ballet is for girls, not boys! Will Billy continue 
to dance? Or have his father and brother got other plans for him?

CVR Billy Elliot PER Level 2 Global 81760 COV.indd   1 10/29/19   10:48 AMI
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The Canterbury Tales
Geoffrey Chaucer

The Canterbury Tales

‘We’ll give a free dinner to the person who tells the best story. 
Now, put up your hands if you agree.’ The pilgrims all held up 
their hands.

A group of pilgrims are travelling together for five days from 
London to Canterbury. On the way, each pilgrim has to tell a 
story to keep the others amused. Some stories are happy, and 
some are sad. But they all have a message, and we can learn 
from them.

Classic British English

Number of words (excluding activities): 15,973

Cover photograph © Bridgeman Art Library Ltd: Portrait of Geo� rey Chaucer 
(c.1342-14) detail from The Canterbury Tales (vellum), English School, 
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Pearson English Active Readers provide reading and language 
learning at five levels, through full-colour, beautifully illustrated 
Readers. As well as enjoyable stories and texts, each book provides 
a range of integrated activities designed to develop reading skills 
and consolidate vocabulary, and o�ers personalised project work. 
Each book is supported by an interactive CD-ROM which contains 
additional activities and the complete audio recording.
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Mary Lennox goes to live with her uncle in a big, old 
house in the country. There are many gardens round  
the house. One day Mary finds a garden that has high 
walls and no door. What is the secret of the garden?

The Secret Garden
Frances Hodgson Burnett
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Soluzioni degli esercizi 
A Alice in Wonderland – 2. 1. A rabbit hole; 2. Her (Alice’s) cat; 3. Because he is late; 4. Another hole; 5.The 

four doors.

B Three Short Stories of Sherlock Holmes – 2. 1.b; 2.d; 3.a; 4.e; 5.c – 3. Tick: a, c, d, e, f. Answers may vary: 

brave, strong, clever, passionate, determined – 4. Answers may vary.

C Macbeth – 2. 1.T; 2.NG; 3.T; 4.F; 5.F – 3. Tick: a – 4. 1.c; 2.d; 3.c; 4.b; 5.c.

D Pride and Prejudice – 2.1.d; 2.a; 3.e; 4.c; 5.b – 3. Because when Mr Bennet dies she and her daughters will 

be homeless . By law, women could not inherit property; the property went to the closest living male 

relative. Mr Collin’s is that relative. – 4. Women did not have the right to do any of the things listed in 1813. 

Now, they have the right to do all of them: own a house (1870); vote in an election (1918, women over 30; 

1928 all women); be a Member of Parliament (1918); be an accountant or a lawyer (1920); inherit property 

(1922); access free health care (1948, via the NHS); receive equal pay (1970).

E Wuthering Heights – 2. 1.b; 2.c; 3.a; 4.d; 5.b – 3. Because he is good looking with light hair and fair skin, 

better dressed and richer. – 4. Possible answers: their accent, where they are from, what they look like 

(appearance), the music they like, gender...

F A Christmas Carol – 2. 1.F; 2.T; 3.T; 4.NG; 5.F – 3. A word, or a look. (The power to make people happy or 

unhappy, to make their work heavy or light, to make their lives good or bad.) – 4. Tick: a smartphone, a 

scooter, holidays, a games console, jewellery. Cross: peace, friends, love, family, respect.

G Robin Hood – 2. 1.c; 2.b; 3.a; 4.b; 5.c – 3. Because the church has a lot of gold and because the sheriff 

always wants money. – 4. Sample answer: rehabilitation centres, community projects, different education 

programmes, youth support programmes, mentoring, employment opportunities for offenders.King Arthur 

and the Knights of the Round Table.

H King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table – 2. 1.Out of a stone; 2. No, he didn’t; 3.You are my king; 

4. No, he isn’t; 5.Merlin – 3. To protect his identity, to keep him safe – 4. Sample answer. Advantages: 

Tradition, Tourism, Patriotism; Disadvantages: Anti-democratic, Expensive for taxpayers, Out-dated.

I Billy Elliott – 2. 1.e; 2.a; 3.f; 4.d; 5.c; 6.b – 3. Because he thinks ballet is for girls, not for strong, hard men.  

He thinks football and boxing is for boys. – 4. New job titles: 1. firefighter; 2. bartender; 3. flight attendant; 

4. paramedic; 5. headteacher; 6. police officer.

J The Canterbury Tales – 2. 1. A lot of people; 2. Money; 3. To be happy; 4.Fine clothes; 5. They were all 

different – 3. Answers may vary – 4. Sample answers: a good education; a successful career; a loving partner; 

respect; equality. 

K The Secret Garden – 2. 1.T; 2.F; 3.F; 4.NG; 5.T; 6.T – 3. Because she doesn’t even like herself. – 4. Sample 

answers: listen to music; talk to someone; go for a walk/ run; go to the gym; do yoga...
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Lewis Carroll, real name Charles Dodgson, wrote Alice in Wonderland in Oxford in 1865.

2. Read. Answer the questions. Use maximum four words.

1. What does Alice go down?
2. Who is Dinah?
3. Why is the White Rabbit running?
4. Where does Alice follow the White Rabbit to?
5. What couldn’t Alice open?

3. Think. Discuss.

What should Alice do next? Match the sentence halves and choose solution 1 or 2. 
Solution 1: Wait for the rabbit to return a. and open the doors. 
Solution 2: Look for the keys  b. because she can’t see the hole.

4. Compare.

Imagine you see the white rabbit. 
What do you do? Tick.
a. Follow the white rabbit like Alice because I love adventures. 
b. Run away and go home because I don’t like adventures. 

Down, down, down. ‘When will the hole end?’ she wondered. 
‘Perhaps I’m going to come out in Australia ! I’ll have to ask the 
name of the country. “ Please, madam, is this Australia or New 
Zealand?” No, I can’t do that. They’ll think I’m stupid.’

She thought about her cat, Dinah. ‘What’s Dinah doing? Will 
they remember her milk tonight? Oh, Dinah! Why aren’t you 
here with me ? Perhaps there’s a mouse here and you can eat it!’

Suddenly, Alice was at the bottom of the hole. ‘That didn’t 
hurt,’ she said and sat up quickly. She could see the White Rabbit 
and she ran after him again. They were in a different rabbit-hole 
now.

‘Oh, my ears and nose !’ the White Rabbit cried. ‘It’s getting very late!’
He ran faster and vanished through another hole. Alice followed him through the hole. Now she 

was in a very long room. She looked round for the White Rabbit, but she couldn’t see him anywhere.
There were four doors in the room, but Alice couldn’t open them. Also, she couldn’t see the hole 

anywhere. ‘How am I going to get out?’ she wondered.

Alice in Wonderland 
Lewis Carroll

1. Read. Read this extract.
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Alice in Wonderland 
Lewis Carroll

Alice in Wonderland 

One hot summer day, Alice sees a white rabbit and runs after it. 
She follows it down a rabbit-hole – and arrives in ‘Wonderland’. 
Here, caterpillars can talk and rabbits have watches. And the 
Queen wants to cut off everybody’s head!

Classic British English

Number of words (excluding activities): 7,693

Cover illustration by Sir John Tenniel and coloured version © Pearson
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Let’s go on an interactive 
journey around the United 

Kingdom and Ireland
Take your students on 
an interactive journey 
around the United 
Kingdom and Ireland 
to get a feel for the most 
iconic sites of the British 
Isles. Click on one of the 
red and yellow dots and 
get new and informative 
resources to use with 
your students!

Soluzioni degli esercizi 
1. Loch Ness – 2. 1. Lake; 2. In the Scottish Highlands; 3. Inverness; 4. 240 metres; 5. A plesiosaur; 6. King 

Alexander 11
2. Edinburgh – 2.1.d; 2.a; 3c; 4.b; 5.a – 3. It is important because it celebrates diversity and can help new 

performers become famous.
3. Hadrian’s Wall – 2. 1.c; 2.d; 3.b; 4.d; 5.b – 3. On average, it takes people 6-8 days to complete this walk.
4. York – 2. 1.d; 2.f; 3.a; 4.e; 5.c; 6.b – 3. It took 250 years to complete York Minster.5. Manchester – 2. 1.F; 2.F; 3.T; 4.NG; 5.T; 6.F6. Birmingham – 2. 1. In the West Midlands; 2. The wildlife conservation park; 3. (Just) 14 minutes; 4. Mini-golf; 

5. (At) MAC Birmingham. – 3. Sample answers: I think wild animals should live in conservation parks because 

we must protect endangered animals. / I think wild animals should live in their natural habitat because they 

must be free.
7. Cambridge – 2. 1.F; 2.T; 3.T; 4.NG; 5.T; 6.F – 3. Sample answers: I agree because bikes are better for the 

environment. / I disagree because it is too dangerous to cycle in most towns and cities.
8. Oxford – 2. 1.d; 2.a; 3.e; 4.b; 5.c – 3. Guide answer: It is called the City of Dreaming Spires because of the 

beautiful architecture of the university buildings. The Victorian poet Matthew Arnold wrote about it in his 

poem ‘Thyrsis’.
9. London – 2. 1.T; 2.T; 3.NG; 4.F; 5.T; 6.F – 3. Sample answer: 1. Because there are a lot of jobs in big cities. 

2. Because there is a lot to see and do.
10.  Stonehenge – 2. 1. On Salisbury Plain; 2. Neolithic and Bronze Age; 3. The sun’s movements; 4.They 

celebrated; 5. (They felt) happy; 6. (A) spiritual (one) – 3. Sample answer: the sun helps people grow food; 

the sun gives us light; the sun makes people feel positive.11.  White Cliffs of Dover – 2. 1.(c); 2.(b); 3.(a); 4.(d); 5.(b) – 3. Sample answer: Because enemy boats could 
arrive in England on the English Channel and enemy aircraft could fly over the cliffs.12.  Land’s End – 2. 1.F; 2.F; 3.T; 4.NG; 5.T – 3. Sample answer: Yes, because you can see a lot of different places 

in Great Britain on the walk / No, because it is too far.13.  Statue of Molly Malone – 2. 1.c; 2.e; 3.a; 4.b; 5.d – 3. Sample answer: because people can learn more about 

the life of an ordinary girl in 19th century Dublin.14.  Dublin – 2. 1. On the east coast; 2. O’Connell’s Bridge; 3. Their craic; 4. Its writers; 5. James Joyce; 
6. Download a free app. – 3. Because it is a nice friendly place with lots of craic.15.  Belfast – 2. 1.c; 2.e; 3.a; 4.b; 5.d – 3. Sample answer: Because they are part of our history / we can learn 

from the past.
16.  Giant’s Causeway – 2. 1F; 2.F; 3.T; 4.NG; 5.T; 6.F – 3. Sample answer: Legends aren’t true. The steps are are 

50 to 60 million years old. They formed when lava cooled rapidly on contact with the ocean.
17.  Cardiff – 2. 1F; 2F; 3T; 4T; 5T; 6NG
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2. Read. Answer the questions. Use maximum four words.

1. What does ’loch’ mean in Scottish?
2. Where is Loch Ness?
3. Which is the nearest city?
4. How deep is the water?
5. What does Nessie look like?
6. Who built Urquhart Castle?

3. Think. Discuss.

• Do you think the Loch Ness Monster exists? 
Yes, I do because... 
No, I don’t because...

4. Compare.

• Are there any mythical creatures in your culture? 
Find an image. Stick your image here. Write a description (50 words).

Loch Ness is home to the Loch Ness Monster. 
Or is it? Nobody knows. But everybody wants to 
find out. Loch is the Scottish word for lake. Loch 
Ness is in the Scottish Highlands. It isn’t far 
from the city of Inverness. It is about 36 
kilometres long and 240metres deep. Some 
people think that ‘Nessie’ the aquatic monster 
hides at the bottom of this deep water. They 
say that she looks like a plesiosaur, with a long 
neck and enormous humps. Do you want to 
see Nessie? Go on a cruise and look for her in 
the water. Visit the ruins of Urquhart Castle 
too. This castle was very important in Scottish 
history; King Alexander II built the castle in the 
13th century. There is a fantastic view of the loch from the castle. 
Remember to take your camera on this trip. You might get a photo of Nessie! Imagine that!

Loch Ness
1. Read.

LOCH NESSLOCH NESS
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