
 

MAP YOUR GRAMMAR
 Complete the maps with your own example sentences.

NARRATIVE TENSES

Past simple

Present perfect continuous

Past continuous

Past perfect simple

Present perfect simple

Past perfect continuous

was / were + -ing for:

• 	�background information and
actions in progress at a particular
time in the past:
What were you doing at 6 a.m.
this morning?

• 	�two actions happening at the
same time :
3

 .

had + Past participle for:

• 	�actions that took place before
another past action:
The bus had already gone by the
time I got to the bus stop.
6

 .

have / has + Past participle for:

• 	�actions that happened at an
unspecified time in the past:
4

 .

• 	�actions that started in the past
and continue in the present (focus
– finished result):
I’ve lived here since 2017.

had + been + -ing for:

• 	�actions that were in progress
before another past action:
7

 .

	� How long had she been learning 
English before she moved to 
London?

• 	�actions and sequences that
happened at a specific time in the
past:
First I got up, then I had
breakfast.
1  .

• 	�repeated past actions:
2  . 
Did you read books when you
were young?

have / has + been + -ing for:

• 	�actions that started in the past
and are continuing at the present
time (focus – duration):
Kaur’s been touring Europe.

• 	�an action that has just finished
with visible results:
5

 .

after, before, until, since, while, whilst, once, as soon as, by the time, as

Time conjunctions
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